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The reign of Emperor Jiaqing (1796-1820 CE) has long occupied an awkward position in studies of China's
last dynasty, the Qing (1644-1911 CE). Conveniently marking a watershed between the prosperous
eighteenth century and the tragic post-Opium War era, this quarter century has nevertheless been glossed
over as an unremarkable interlude separating two well-studied epochs of great transformation. White Lotus
Rebels and South China Pirates presents a major reassessment of this misunderstood period by examining
how the emperors, bureaucrats, and foreigners responded to the two crises that shaped the transition from the
Qianlong to the Jiaqing reign.

Wensheng Wang argues that the dramatic combination of internal uprising and transnational piracy, rather
than being a hallmark of inexorable dynastic decline, propelled the Manchu court to reorganize itself through
a series of modifications in policymaking and bureaucratic structure. The resulting Jiaqing reforms initiated a
process of state retreat that pulled the Qing Empire out of a cycle of aggressive overextension and resistance,
and back onto a more sustainable track of development. Although this pragmatic striving for political
sustainability was unable to save the dynasty from ultimate collapse, it represented a durable and
constructive approach to the compounding problems facing the late Qing regime and helped sustain it for
another century. As one of the most comprehensive accounts of the Jiaqing reign, White Lotus Rebels and
South China Pirates provides a fresh understanding of this significant turning point in China's long imperial
history.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled White
Lotus Rebels and South China Pirates: Crisis and Reform in the Qing Empire? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Nancy Rush:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write
about the information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
White Lotus Rebels and South China Pirates: Crisis and Reform in the Qing Empire.

Terry Snider:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list will be White Lotus Rebels and South China Pirates: Crisis and Reform
in the Qing Empire. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Lorraine Paisley:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide White Lotus Rebels and South China Pirates: Crisis and Reform in the Qing
Empire was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.
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