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Through literary and historical documents from the early sixteenth to late seventeenth centuries—epic
poetry, private correspondence, secular dramas, and colonial legislation—Carmen Nocentelli charts the
Western fascination with the eros of "India," as the vast coastal stretch from the Gulf of Aden to the South
China Sea was often called. If Asia was thought of as a place of sexual deviance and perversion, she
demonstrates, it was also a space where colonial authorities actively encouraged the formation of interracial
households, even through the forcible conscription of native brides. In her comparative analysis of Dutch,
English, French, Italian, Portuguese, and Spanish texts, Nocentelli shows how sexual behaviors and erotic
desires quickly came to define the limits within which Europeans represented not only Asia but also
themselves.

Drawing on a wide range of European sources on polygamy, practices of male genital modification, and the
allegedly excessive libido of native women, Empires of Love emphasizes the overlapping and mutually
transformative construction of race and sexuality during Europe's early overseas expansion, arguing that the
encounter with Asia contributed to the development of Western racial discourse while also shaping European
ideals of marriage, erotic reciprocity, and monogamous affection.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Riddle:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Empires of Love: Europe, Asia, and
the Making of Early Modern Identity is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Dominic Maddock:

Beside this specific Empires of Love: Europe, Asia, and the Making of Early Modern Identity in your phone,
it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you might got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Empires of Love: Europe, Asia, and the Making of Early Modern
Identity because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you
would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss it? Find this book and read it from right now!

Bruce Jackson:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is usually Empires of Love: Europe, Asia, and the Making of Early Modern
Identity. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Ricky Bodkin:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year has been exactly added. This e-book Empires of Love: Europe, Asia, and the Making of Early
Modern Identity was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book you wanted.
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