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The contribution by Jews to American popular culture is widely acknowledged yet scarcely documented.
This is the first comprehensive investigation of the formative Jewish influence upon the rise and
development of American popular culture, drawing upon extensive oral histories with several generations of
Jewish artists, little-utilized Yiddish scholarship, and the author’s own connections with today’s comic-strip
artists. Buhle shows how the rich legacy of Yiddish prepared would-be artists to absorb the cultures of their
surrounding environments, seeing the world through the eyes of others, and producing the talent required for
theater, films, television, popular music and comics.

Buhle suggests that “premodern” and “postmodern” are arbitrary designations here, because the self-
reflective content has always radiated an inner Jewishness. From Sholem Aleichem (who died in the Bronx)
to Gertrude Berg, Woody Allen and Tony Kushner, from John Garfield to Roseanne Barr and Rube
Goldberg to Cyndi Lauper, the cutting edge is never too far from home and humane antidotes to the pains of
a troubled world. Contradictions between Jewish avant-garde and kitsch, mogul and artist, orthodoxy and
heresy are given new sense here in the scope of cultural output adopted by ordinary Americans as their own.
Illustrated with the work of Harvey Pekar and R. Crumb, Art Spiegelman, Ben Katchor, Trina Robbins and
others, From the Lower East Side to Hollywood is full of humor and insight into the power of popular art to
spark insight and encourage the endless quest for freedom.
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From reader reviews:

Andre Roberts:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this From the Lower East Side to Hollywood:
Jews in American Popular Culture book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Kimberly Langdon:

The book untitled From the Lower East Side to Hollywood: Jews in American Popular Culture is the
publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for
you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of From the Lower East Side to
Hollywood: Jews in American Popular Culture from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Elizabeth Branch:

Typically the book From the Lower East Side to Hollywood: Jews in American Popular Culture has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Sherrie Beardsley:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time
to be go through. From the Lower East Side to Hollywood: Jews in American Popular Culture can be your
answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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