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Visual Art and the Urban Evolution of the New South recounts the enormous influence of artists in the
evolution of six southern cities--Atlanta, Charleston, New Orleans, Louisville, Austin, and Miami--from
1865 to 1950. In the decades following the Civil War, painters, sculptors, photographers, and illustrators in
these municipalities employed their talents to articulate concepts of the New South, aestheticism, and Gilded
Age opulence and to construct a visual culture far beyond providing pretty pictures in public buildings and
statues in city squares.

As Deborah C. Pollack investigates New South proponents such as Henry W. Grady of Atlanta and other
regional leaders, she identifies "cultural strivers"--philanthropists, women's organizations, entrepreneurs,
writers, architects, politicians, and dreamers--who united with visual artists to champion the arts both as a
means of cultural preservation and as mechanisms of civic progress. Aestheticism, made popular by Oscar
Wilde's southern tours during the Gilded Age, was another driving force in art creation and urban
improvement. Specific art works occasionally precipitated controversy and incited public anger, yet for the
most part artists of all kinds were recognized as providing inspirational incentives for self-improvement,
civic enhancement and tourism, art appreciation, and personal fulfillment through the love of beauty.

Each of the six New South cities entered the late nineteenth century with fractured artistic heritages.
Charleston and Atlanta had to recover from wartime devastation. The infrastructures of New Orleans and
Louisville were barely damaged by war, but their social underpinnings were shattered by the end of slavery
and postwar economic depression. Austin was not vitalized until after the Civil War and Miami was a post-
Civil War creation. Pollack surveys these New South cities with an eye to understanding how each locale
shaped its artistic and aesthetic self-perception across a spectrum of economic, political, gender, and race
issues. She also discusses Lost Cause imagery, present in all the studied municipalities.

While many art history volumes concerning the South focus on sultry landscapes outside the urban grid,
Visual Art and the Urban Evolution of the New South explores the art belonging to its cities, whether
exhibited in its museums, expositions, and galleries, or reflective of its parks, plazas, marketplaces, industrial
areas, gardens, and universities. It also identifies and celebrates the creative urban humanity who helped
build the cultural and social framework for the modern southern city.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Case:

This Visual Art and the Urban Evolution of the New South tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Visual Art and the Urban Evolution of the New
South can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Visual Art and the Urban Evolution of the New South forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Steven Resnick:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Visual Art and the Urban
Evolution of the New South that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
as your good habit, you may pick Visual Art and the Urban Evolution of the New South become your starter.

Dianna Chrisman:

This Visual Art and the Urban Evolution of the New South is brand new way for you who has interest to
look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Visual Art and the
Urban Evolution of the New South can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind
of book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I
mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even
dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better
life along with knowledge.

Antonio Batts:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Visual Art and the Urban Evolution of the New
South can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't
and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more



than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Visual Art and the Urban
Evolution of the New South.
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